
Reading 
Workshop



Show the different methods used in school to 
teach reading and how they can be used at 
home.

Our learning objective
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Today you will see the reading routines we use in 
school. You will learn what each one looks like 
and why it helps. By the end, you can name the 
methods, try one at home, and ask a simple 
book-talk question.

Today's skill: Using school reading routines at 

home



Echo reading, partner reading 

and whole class reading all 

build fluency and confidence.

Reading routines

Common Exception Words 

need quick, repeated review 

because they do not always 

follow usual rules.

Word practice

Book talk helps you discuss 

ideas, feelings and evidence 

from the text after reading.

Book talk

I do: The reading methods you will see



In school, we revisit Common Exception Words 
often and fast. We use the Years 3–4 and Years 
5–6 lists so these words become easy to spot 
and read. Tempting to turn this into a long test, 
but that would slow reading down. Short, 
repeated practice helps reading feel smoother.

I do: Common Exception Words in reading practice



I do: Common Exception Words in reading practice



You read a short line 

from I Talk Like a River. 

This gives a clear 

model of pace and 

expression.

Adult reads first

The child repeats the 

same line. This lets 

them copy the sound, 

rhythm and phrasing 

they just heard.

Child echoes it

Use one line or one 

sentence at a time. 

Small chunks help the 

child stay accurate 

and confident.

Keep it short

Tempting to read a 

whole page first, but 

that would make the 

memory load too big 

for echo reading.

Avoid too much at 

once

I do: Echo reading with I Talk Like a River



You and the child take turns with the text. One reads 

while the other follows and helps if needed. You supply 

the next turn and how support will sound.

Partner reading
One reader leads and the group follows the same text 

together. You supply when everyone joins in and when 

the adult models first.

Whole class reading

We do: Partner reading and whole class reading



Your child is not yet confident with a new 
page from I Talk Like a River. Which 
reading routine would you choose first, 
and why?

Check: Which reading routine would you 
choose?



I would choose echo reading first. It gives the child a clear model to copy, one short line 
at a time, so the new page feels manageable. If this felt hard, I would revisit using shorter 

chunks and reading the line first.

A strong answer might be...

Check: Which reading routine would you 
choose?



With a partner, ask one book-talk question about I 

Talk Like a River, answer with evidence from the book, 

then swap. Which question works best for real 

discussion?

Let's discuss...

You do together: Book talk with useful 
questions



Did you say...

Ask open questions such as: How is the character feeling here, and why?
Use evidence from the words or pictures, not just a quick opinion.

Swap roles so one asks, one answers, then change over.

A good question leads to more than one possible idea or response.

You do together: Book talk with useful 
questions



Look at the sentences below.  

What sort of tone might you use to read them aloud?

Dramatic and serious? Light-hearted and funny?

The storm is wild. It cannot be tamed.

Thunder tears the air around me.

Lightning flashes in every direction, dangerous 

and deadly.

Working with a partner, take it in turns to read the words aloud to each other.

Fluency Focus & Modelled Read



In today's session, we'll be reading and performing a poem called 'The Storm'.  
Read the first part of poem to yourself.

Fluency Focus & Modelled Read

The Storm

It’s always the same when the storm comes.

A sharp look or a harsh word and the dark clouds gather.

It starts with the patter of rain,

The familiar drip-drip warns me it is coming.

I could take shelter, 

Retreat to calm with deep breaths like they’ve taught me,

But not this time.

• Who might be speaking in the 
poem? 

• What do you think 'the storm’ 
might be? 

• How could you use your voice 
to show their feelings if you 
read the poem aloud?



How will you plan your next home reading 
moment using one method from today?

You do alone: Plan your home reading 
moment



I will use partner reading with our home book. We will take turns reading a page each, 
then I will ask, “What does this part show us about the character?” This keeps the reading 

short, shared and focused.

A strong answer might be...

You do alone: Plan your home reading 
moment



• You can name echo reading, partner reading and whole class reading.

• You know Common Exception Words need quick, repeated practice.

• You can use book-talk questions that ask for evidence from the text.

• You can choose a reading routine that matches the child and the book.

• You can try one short reading routine at home this week.

Review: Can you use these reading methods?



This week, choose one reading method and try it at home for a short, calm 

session. Please take the printed Years 3–4 and Years 5–6 Common 

Exception Words lists to use for quick practice.

Review: Try it at home this week

Next, we can look at how reading fluency grows into deeper understanding.


